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Calendar  

January 

25 Online Auction bidding is open at http://www.biddingforgood.com/peircepto 

25            Help For Haiti  Fundraiser until February 5 

31            Boston College Basketball Game, 2PM 

February  

3 Winter Concert for Gr. 4 & 5, 10AM & 7:30PM (Snow date Feb. 10) 

4 Early Release Thursday, Gr. K-5, 12:30PM Dismissal 

5 Last Day to Bid for Online Auction Items 

6 Peirce Auction, 7:00 ï 11:00PM 

10 Snow Cancellation Date for Winter Concert 

11            Incoming K Parents Informational Meeting in the Peirce Auditorium 7:00 ï 8:30PM 

13-21 February Vacation 

22-26 Principal finalists will visit schools 

March 

23            English Language Arts (ELA) MCAS long composition test for Gr. 4 only. 

23            School Release 3:00 

24            Early Release 12:30 for all students 

 

   

Note: The delivery day for Peirce Link has changed to Thursdays as of January 2010. The new 

deadline for notices is TUESDAY at 5:30PM. 

 

Co - PTO Presidentõs Letter        
Dear Peirce Families,  
   

¶ Don't forget to book your babysitter, and buy your tickets for the fabulous Casino Night & Silent 
Auction at The Neighborhood Club, Saturday February 6, at 7PM!  

¶ Show your support for Peirce! Bid online at www.biddingforgood.com/peircepto (Note: create a 
username that allows for anonymous bidding.)  

¶ Traffic Safety Rules in the Back Parking Lot ï please familiarize yourself with the traffic plan that 
was sent home last week in your childôs folder. If you follow the rules already, great! If you donôt, 
now is a great time to start! 

¶ The ñHelp for Haitiò Fundraiser runs through February 5. 
   
Respectfully,  
Janet Clay, Jody Klein, and Penny Macht  
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Creative Arts and Sciences   
 
TECHSPLORATION - On Monday, January 25 the Fifth Grade was visited by Tom Wahle of 
Techsploration. Mr. Wahle began with a presentation to all three classes entitled Simple Machines Made 
Fun. By using levers, gears, pulleys and catapults Mr. Wahle demonstrated to the children how simple 
machines trade distance for effort to help us do work. He engaged the children by including many 
volunteers in these hands on demonstrations and by adding humor to it all.  Ask your child how they could 
actually lift a teacher using a lever.Mr. Wahle followed up with Gearing up for Speed hands on classroom 
workshops. After learning about different gear combinations, the children were able to use gears, belts 
and pulleys to build transmission systems for their motor driven cars. Using math skills, the children used 
data collected to determine why some gear combinations work better than others.  They then 
experimented with the different gear combinations and learned how they are used for different purposes. 
For more information about this program, refer to www.techsploration.com.This program was brought to 
your children by the Creative Arts and Sciences Committee and was funded by your generous 
contributions to the PTO.  Thank you for your support. 

 

School News  
 
WORD OF THE WEEK ï Habit: a pattern of behavior that is acquired through frequent practice. 
 
BIDDING FOR THE PEIRCE AUCTION HAS BEGUN - MANY ITEMS HAVE BEEN ADDED so please 
make sure that you go online to view all the items that are available for bidding. We have 108 fantastic 
items for you to choose from.  The online auction will end next Friday morning at 10AM. Online, you can 
also view those items that will be available at the Live Peirce Auction and Casino Night, Saturday night, 
February 6 starting at 7PM. Don't forget to purchase tickets to the Casino Night. Extra forms are available 
on the desk outside the main office. Tickets are $40 per person and include free appetizers, beer, wine, 
cocktails, and Casino Gambling $Money to get you started.  
 Please note almost all items bid online will close-out on Friday night. Here are the exceptions: 
1. Cattle Drive 
2. Row #3 Celtics Tickets for "4" 
3. Opening Series Red Sox Tickets 
4. An item whose bid is less than 50% of its "LISTED" value may be transferred 
 
"HELP FOR HAITI" FUNDRAISER - Hundreds of thousands of people have been crippled or killed by an 
earthquake in Haiti and almost all of them don't have enough food or drink. Hospitals are filled with 
survivors who are hoping to get treated, but there are not enough doctors or medicine to help them.  
Some people are so hurt that even if they get to see a doctor they cannot be treated because they do not 
have the equipment or tools, so these people are left hopeless and fatally damaged.  When I heard about 
this I had to help them. The Social Action Committee and I have begun to start a fundraiser at Peirce. It 
will run from Monday, January 25 - Friday, February 5. I am sure that parents have given generously to 
church or other charities already, but children have probably not. So this is a great way for these children 
to be a part in helping Haiti. The way the fundraiser will work is this: each studentôs homeroom will get a 
box to put the money in. We will come around every day to count and store the money you have given us. 
The money we have received will go to Food for the Poor, which is a program in Haiti right now giving 
supplies. This organization directly gives to Haiti 96% of the money given. Even if we do not collect a lot 
of money we have raised awareness to everyone in school.   Sophia Shade, 5th Grade 
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NEWTON COMMUNITY ED CLASSES AT PEIRCE - Registration is now underway for winter classes 
with Newton Community Education. Coming up at Peirce we have Mad Science on Mondays, and Chess 
and Girls Chemistry on Thursdays. Check out our winter Saturday programs for families and just for kids: 
they include Chocolate with a Twist, Slippery Science, Math Mania Weekend Adventure, Indoor Soccer, 
Adult-Child Pottery, and more. We have lots of classes for older elementary and middle schoolers too, like 
Web Design, Game Design, Karate, Robotics, Sewing, and more, plus two new programs for pre-
schoolers: Create a Fairy Tale and Basketball. If you're looking for something for your kids to do during 
February or April vacation, consider Digging the Egyptians, Basic Engineering, Create a TV Show, Splat 
Paint, or the ever popular Domino Physics and Marble Machine Madness. In addition we have a wide 
variety of classes at other elementary schools, and we welcome kids from all schools at all of our classes. 
For more information or to register, call our office at 617-559-6999 or visit our website at 
www.newtoncommunityed.org 
 
FROM THE HEALTH ROOM - Frequent hand washing helps prevent everything from the common cold or 
stomach bug to influenza, including H1N1 flu. School nurses have been teaching good hand hygiene at 
school. Parents can help by reinforcing these important messages at home. 
 

¶ Wash your hands by rubbing them vigorously with soap and water for 20 seconds. Kids can 
practice this timing by singing ñHappy Birthdayò twice. 

¶ When soap and water are not available, use waterless hand sanitizer. Squirt into your hands 
and rub them together until it is dry. Sanitizer should not be used when hands are visibly 
dirty. Hand washing should occur then. 

¶ Wash your hands often, especially after using the restroom and before eating. 

¶ Practice coughing or sneezing into your sleeve (elbow or upper arm) instead of your hands. 
This prevents spreading those germs when we touch things with our hands. 

¶ Avoid touching your face to prevent introducing germs into your body through your nose and 
mouth. 

For more information about hand washing, visit http://www.cdc.gov/Features/HandWashing/ 
 
WINTER & SPRING GRADES 4 & 5 CONCERT DATES ï Mark your calendars now. The date for the 
Winter Concert (Grades 4 & 5) is February 3 (10:00AM and 7:30PM) with a snow date of February 10.  
The date for the Spring Concert (Grades 4 & 5) is June 10 (10:00AM and 7:30PM). 
 
NEWTON SCHOOLS FOUNDATION FUNDRAISER ï Help earn money to support building 21

st
 century 

classrooms while you shop online. Shop at the websites you know and trust. Pay the same price you 
normally would and eScrip will contribute up to 16% of your purchase to the Newton Schools Foundation. 
All you need to do is register and download "Autoearn" to accrue donations automatically. Log onto 
www.newtonschoolsfoundation.org and click on the eScrip Online Mall logo. Go to "sign up" and follow 
the instructions. Designate Newton Schools Foundation to receive your contributions by entering Group 
ID 500023242 or enter "Newton Schools Foundation", Download, "Autoearn" to accrue contributions 
automatically.   
 
UNDERSTANDING OUR DIFFERENCES - a unique program for disabilities awareness program 
sponsored by the PTO and implemented in elementary school classrooms across Newton starting in Third 
Grade. This year, Third Graders will learn about blindness and deafness in two separate sessions to be 
held on February 2 and March 9 from 10-12PM. For students, this is an opportunity to hear firsthand from 
inspirational guest speakers about their disabilities, and work with their classmates on small group 
activities designed to build a better understanding and respect for those with disabilities. For parents, 
this is a great opportunity to volunteer in your Third Grader's classroom for these small group activities, 
and learn with your child about the benefits of inclusion. If you are interested in volunteering in your child's 
Third Grade classroom for 2/2 and/or 3/9, please contact Alison Montague, Third Grade coordinator via 
email -- amontague@montagueusa.com. 
 
 

http://www.newtoncommunityed.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/Features/HandWashing/
http://www.newtonschoolsfoundation.org/
http://us.mc354.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=amontague@montagueusa.com


 

 
BOSTON COLLEGE WOMEN'S BASKETBALL GAME - Come and cheer on the Boston College 
Women's Basketball team as they take on the Miami Hurricanes on Sunday, January 31 at 2PM at Conte 
Forum. A form to request tickets is attached to this issue of the PeirceLink. Please drop off ticket 
information in the box outside the school office. Tickets are free and compliments of the Peirce 
PTO. For further information please email reillyliza@gmail.com. 
  

Community News  
 
JACKSON HOMESTEAD EVENTS - ñThe Courage of Martin Luther Kingò: Bring the whole family to the 
Homestead to learn about how Martin Luther King spoke out against injustice when it was dangerous to 
do so. Compare the story of his fight for freedom with that of people who helped slaves escape to 
freedom on the Underground Railroad. Cost: $15 per family ($10 for members); includes museum 
admission, materials, and snack. Prepaid registration is recommended, call 617-796-1450 to register.: ñ 
Jim Infantinoò: January 29 at 8PM.  Suggested minimum donation $15, $5 children under 12. 

 

DOLLAR-FOR-DOLLAR MATCH for Donations to Haiti Relief - In response to the tragedies unfolding 
in Haiti, 'The Haiti Fund' has been created at 'The Boston Foundation'.  All contributions to this fund will 
be matched dollar for dollar, up to $1 million, by the Ansara Family Fund at the Boston Foundation. The 
Haiti Fund, which will be spent down over the course of five years, will devote 25% of its resources to 
immediate disaster relief and remaining funds will be dedicated to long-term efforts such as human rights 
training and organizing, reconstruction of infrastructure and livelihoods with an emphasis on grassroots 
approaches. Contributions may be made in the following ways: 1) Fund advisors may login to Advisor 
Xpress <https://www.edonorcentral.com/login_0071.asp>;  and recommend a grant to the Boston 
Foundation with the grant to be used for the Haiti Fund. 2)  Make check payable to: 'The Boston 
Foundation' with 'Haiti Fund' in the memo line. Checks should be sent to Fund Administration, The Boston 
Foundation, 75 Arlington Street, Boston, MA  02116.  3) Donate by credit card. Click here 
<https://www.tbf.org/donation/donate.aspx>; to access the secure site.  Select 'Haiti Fund' in the drop 
down menu.  Please call Kate Guedj (617-338-2670) or Diane Elenbaas (617-338-2608) with any 
questions regarding the fund. (Details provided by Bigelow parent and Cabot School PTO Co-
President Sally Brickell) 
 

"WHEN YOUR KIDS PUSH YOUR BUTTONS" - Free Workshop for Family Support Professionals. Date: 
Wednesday, March 10, 10:00AM,Children's Trust Fund, 55 Court St., Boston. This training provides 
family-support professionals the opportunity to learn new methods of working with parents while getting 
hands-on experience with the resources available through Children's Trust Fund's Parenting Education 
Curricula Lending Library. Additional workshops dates/topics include: May 5: Parent/Child 
Communication: Helping Parents use Books as Conversation; June 9: When Your Child Drives You Mad: 
Understanding and Managing Anger in Ourselves and Our Children. Go to www.mctf.org/sp.aspx?id=634 
for a more complete description of each workshop. These workshops will fill up quickly. So please register 
early to ensure your spot. For more information or to register, please contact Janel Mackey at (617) 727-
8957 Ext. 8742 or email janel.mackey@state.ma.us.  

ALL MY SONS - by Arthur Miller, presented by Theatre Ink and student directed by Jen Diamond and 
Jordan Ashcher, February

 
4, 5, and 6 at 7:30PM. Little Theatre at NNHS, 360 Lowell Avenue , 

Newtonville. Tickets $7 at www.theatreink.net or 617-559-6406. 
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TEEN SUMMER PROGRAM EXPO- Newton South High School February 8, 5:30PM to 8:00PM, 140 
Brandeis Road, in the cafeteria. Free admission. Find a rewarding summer experience for your teen and 
efficiently cut through the thousands of options on-line. Learn about the programs first-hand by meeting 
directors of more than 50 programs including travel, adventure, academic enrichment, community service, 
internships, sports, language immersion, arts & theatre and more. Sponsored by CampSource and NSHS 
PTSO.  For more information visit www.CampSourceNetwork.com, call  
617-244-3316 or email Laura@CampSourceNetwork.com.  Snow date will be Tuesday, February 9.   
 
FREE PARENTING WORKSHOP - Parenting Your Preschooler: Coping with Challenging Behaviors, 
Reducing Stress and Creating More Peace at Home  Wednesday, February 3, 7 to 8:30PM. Mason Rice 
Elementary School Auditorium, 149 Pleasant St. Led by Laura Perkins, LICSW, Early Childhood Mental 
Health Specialist and Mary Gartland, LICSW, Early Childhood Behavior Specialist for The Newton 
Partnership. Parents will learn simple techniques to encourage positive behaviors, set limits, avoid power 
struggles and reduce stress at home. For more information contact Beverly Mobilia, 617.559.6065 or 
email Beverly_Mobilia@newton.k12.ma.us No registration required. 
 
NEWTON CENTRAL LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL SIGNUPS- Sign up for Little League Baseball, all  
K-5 students can play! Sign up this month at http://www.eteamz.com. 
 
BASEBALL @ BC IN THE BUBBLE ï Winter camps for kids ages 6 to 12. Practice fielding, hitting & 
pitching and play some games. ñPARENTSô NIGHT OUT CLINICSò (2/6 & 2/13): get a night out for dinner 
or Valentineôs Day while your kids have a blast playing Bubble-Ball (6 - 9PM both nights). For more info 
go to www.bceagles.com/baseballcamps or call 617-552-1132.   
 
FEBRUARY VACATION PROGRAMS - Newton Parks and Recreation is offering a variety of programs 
during for vacation week (2/16-19). Visit www.ci.newton.ma.us/parks and click on camps, then school 
vacation programs or call 617-796-1500. 
 
GET THE WHOLE FAMILY DANCING AT THE 5

TH
 ANNUAL WINTER CONCERT & FESTIVAL 

FEATURING WAYNE POTASH! - Join Burr Cooperative Nursery School for a fun-filled morning of live 
music from fabulous singer-songwriter Wayne Potash, along with various activities, crafts, a bake sale, 
and fantastic raffle prizes. Saturday, February 6, 10AM-12PM at the Newton Cultural Center, 225 Nevada 
Street, Newton. Tickets: $8/person in advance (children under 1 free), $10/person at the door (based on 
availability). Advanced tickets are available for purchase until Monday, February 1. Please contact Sarah 
Sian at tickets@burrcoop.org or 617-388-3132. All proceeds to benefit Burr Cooperative Nursery School, 
a non-profit organization. 
 
CINDERELLA - Celebrate Valentine's Day with this timeless love story.  This family favorite is set in the 
18

th
 century, featuring beautifully painted sets and lavishly costumed marionettes.  Performed by the 

Tanglewood Marionettes.  Order tickets by phone at 617-527-8283 or visit www.newtonculturalcenter.org 
for more information.  Sunday, February 14 at 2PM at the Newton Cultural Center, 225 Nevada Street, 
Newton, 
 
NEWTON YOUTH PLAYERS 2010-2011 SEASON - Get your child involved in musical theatre.  ñMy Fair 
Ladyò summer 2010; ñGuys and Dollsò fall 2010; and ñMy Fair Lady,ò again, spring 2011. These programs 
fill quickly so early registration is encouraged. Rehearsals at Newton Cultural Center, 225 Nevada Street 
on Tuesdays 3:30-5:00PM and Thursdays 3:45-5:15PM. Classes for Grades 3-7 held Mondays 4:00-
5:30PM. Childrenôs theatre company for elementary school children grades 1-5.  For further info and to 
register: 617-796-1540 or www.newtonyouthplayers.com.   
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REGISTER NOW FOR SPRING K AND PRE-K SOCCER - Garden City Kindergarten and Pre-K Soccer 
is now accepting registrations for our 2010 Spring Session. Children in Pre-K (4-5 years old) and 
students currently enrolled in Kindergarten are invited to participate. Spring session April 10 - June 12. . 
Practice/games Saturdays 9:30-10:30AM for the K league and 10:45-11:45AM for the Pre-K league. 
Games at Burr School, Pine Street in Auburndale. Volunteer parent coaches are needed. No experience 
necessary; training provided. $60 per child. Proceeds benefit Lincoln-Eliot & Franklin Schoolsô PTO 
programs. For forms, email gardencitysoccer@gmail.com or download from www.lepto.org or 
www.franklinpto.org.  For more information, call L-E School parent Melanie Varady at 617-244-5773 or 
Franklin School parent Deb Rooney at (617) 630-8520.  Registration deadline is March 12. 
 
SUZUKI PRESCHOOL OF NEWTON - The Suzuki Preschool of Newton is now enrolling for Summer 
Camp and the 2010 - 2011 school year. Please call the preschool for more information. 225 Nevada 
Street Newtonville,  ph-617 964 4522 
 
SOFTBALL REGISTRATION - Think Spring! Think Softball! Newton Girls Softball registration is 
underway for the 2010 spring season. This is a recreational league for over 500 Newton girls in grades 1-
8. Players of all skill levels will have a fun and rewarding experience. Visit our 
website www.newtongirlssoftball.org for more details, on-line registration, and our ongoing winter indoor 
clinics. Register before January 31, 2009 to avoid a late fee. 
 
NEWTON GIRLS SOCCER - Spring 2010 registration.  Newton Girls Soccer provides a wonderful 
learning and playing opportunity to girls in grades K-12 (in the Kindergarten-8

tH
 grade Intramural program 

and in the U9-U18 Travel program) on over 100 teams.  The Spring session runs from April 10 - June 12. 
Registration deadline is Jan. 31.  Please go to www.newtongirlssoccer.org/regis/ to register. 
 
PLAYSPACE - Drop-in playtime at the Newton Cultural Center, 225 Nevada Street, Newton. For children 
7 and under with a caregiver.  Art projects and a choice of many toys and activities in the art room with 
Kim Jacques, Arts in the Parks teacher. Play time in a large gym with plenty of room to run and play, and 
many ride-on toys, slides and balls to play with.  It's a great way to beat the winter weather for children 
and adults!  Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays through April 15: 2:30-5PM and Saturdays 1:30- 
4:30PM.Season-long memberships available. Membership - Newton resident $95. Drop-in fee $10. Call 
617-796-1540 or 617-527-8283 or visit www.newtonculturalcenter.org for more information. 
 
3RD ANNUAL NEWTON SPELLING BEE - A fun and educational citywide Newton Spelling Bee for all 
Newton children grades K - 5. Children compete within their own grade level.  The top three spellers in 
each grade get a special prize. Choose one day from the appropriate age group:  Grades K - 3 - March 1 
or March 3 at 6PM; Grades 4 - 6  - March 8 or March 10 at 6PM.  To be held at Newton Cultural Center, 
225 Nevada St, Newton.  $7 Registration fee. Register at www.newtoncivicpride.org or call 617-527-8283. 

 
CHILD CARE OPEN HOUSE - On January 30 from 9:30-11:30 AM, NCSC Early Education and Child 
Care will have an Open House. Tour the facilities, meet the teachers and let your children explore the 
classrooms through activities. Full-day, year round child care and preschool for infants through 5 years, 
and afterschool care for K-6

th
 Grade (transportation available from select schools).  Space is available 

now for 3-5 year olds. Enrollment for fall is open now.  Located at 492 Waltham Street, West Newton , 
behind the CVS.  For more information, please visit www.NCSCweb.org or call Judy at 617-969-5906 
x121.   
 
NCSC SUMMER CAMP AT HALE RESERVATION (GRADES 1-8) - Registration opened January 1 for 
the Newton Community Service Center Summer Day Camp at the beautiful Hale Reservation in 
Westwood. Join us for fun-filled days of boating, Red Cross swim lessons and free swim, arts and crafts, 
fishing, boating, archery, a ropes challenge course, nature activities, sports, cookouts, special events, 
overnights and more at our ACA-accredited camp. Our season is from June 28 through August 27. Join 
us for two, four, six, eight weeks ï or the entire summer! Transportation from our West Newton location to 
Hale Reservation is included. For more information or to register, please go to our web site at  
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www.NCSCweb.org. If you have questions, please contact Megan Cap-Renzi, NCSC Out-of-School Time 
Programs Director at mcap-renzi@ncscweb.org or (617) 969-5906, ext. 224. 
 
ARTS EDUCATION AWARDS - Arts Learning is now accepting nominations for the Massachusetts 
Champions of Arts Education 2010 Advocacy Awards. The awards honor individuals and organizations 
that have made exceptional contributions to arts education advocacy and continue to make strides toward 
the goal of high quality arts education for every student in Massachusetts. Is there an arts teacher (dance, 
music, theatre, visual art) you would like to nominate?  A parent advocate?  Check out the nomination 
materials at www.artslearning.org. 
 
SLIP-SLIDING TO SCHOOL - Would you like your child to walk safely to school in winter, without having 
to step out onto busy streets to avoid snowy sidewalks?  Walking to school is good for the environment, 
good for the health of our kids, and good for reducing Blue Zone safety hazards. There is a move afoot to 
ensure sidewalk access year-round.  Currently, 32 of 36 Greater Boston Communities have sidewalk 
snow removal laws.  A coalition of Newton organizations is working together on pedestrian safety.  
Residents are being asked to contact their Aldermen and Mayor Warren and let them know that you 
support a residential sidewalk snow removal ordinance and enforcement of the current ordinance which 
prohibits anyone from shoveling snow from their property onto the sidewalks. Questions? Contact 
SafeSidewalks@gmail.com (a coalition of Newton organizations working on pedestrian safety)  Here are 
the contacts: Mayor Warren: swarren@newtonma.gov or 617-796-1100; Aldermen (City Clerk's e-mail, he 
will forward to all the Aldermen) OR find your Alderman at www.newtonma.gov.  
 
SOCCER CLINIC - The Boston College Lady Eagles will be holding their annual April Vacation Clinic 
from April 20 - 23.  Please visit http://bceagles.cstv.com/camps/bc-w-soccer-camps2.html for more 
information. 

 
JCC ALL-CAMP FAIR - On February 7 from 2-4PM, meet the Jewish Community Centersô day, overnight 
and specialty camp directors and explore the summer 2010 options for boys and girls from preschool 
through high school! Programs include Circus Camp, iCamp, JCC Grossman Day Camp, JCC 
Kaleidoscope Creative Arts & Science Camp, Maccabi Kingswood Overnight Camp, Zohar Special Needs 
Program, Sports Camps and more. There will be face-painting, arts & crafts, and light refreshments for all 
to enjoy. For more information about JCC summer camps and programs, visit us on the web at 
jccgb.org/summer.  Location: Leventhal-Sidman JCC, 333 Nahanton Street , Newton.  
 
DROP-IN ARTISTSô STUDIO -   For all artists, amateur or otherwise.  Newton Cultural Center, 225 
Nevada Street, Newton. If you love to draw, paint, knit or sew and would enjoy the camaraderie of 
working alongside other artists - to create, critique or just chat over coffee - you will love the new self-
directed Drop-in Artists' Studio at the Newton Cultural Center. Come as often as you like. The fee is just 
$10 for a half-day, and $15 for the whole day!  Call 617-527-8283 or visit www.newtonculturalcenter.org 
and click on Mayor's Office for Cultural Affairs. 
 
ñI WISH I COULD DRAWéEVERYONE CAN DRAWò - Kristen B. Feldman, Instructor. Newton Cultural 
Center, 225 Nevada Street, Newton. Drawing classes for adult students at all levels. Learn principles of 
line, form, volume, structure, proportion, tone, perspective and composition. Free use of Drop-in artist 
studio with enrollment.  11 classes per session, Fee: $363 (pro-rated for late registration). For more 
information and to register: visit www.newtonculturalcenter.org and click on Mayor's Office for Cultural 
Affairs or call 617-527-8283.  
  
"HONK", BASED ON HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSON'S "THE UGLY DUCKLING" -  at the Wheelock 
Family Theatre January 29 through February 28.  Added: Special School Vacation week matinees.  
Coming up "The  Barber of Seville", "The Little Mermaid", "A Tale of Two Cities" and more.  Info at 
www.wheelock.edu/wft/.  Professional, affordable theatre. 
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ONE-STOP SHOPPING FOR CAMPS - The Planned Out-of-School-Time (POST) database is a single, 
centralized place to get free online listings of over 160 summer day camp programs in Newton, serving 
kids age 3-17. This database is searchable by location, age of child, type of camp and specific camp 
activities.  Additional information is provided, including hours of operation, cost, financial aid, availability of 
transportation and availability of programs for children with special needs. The website also has tip sheets 
and other resources for parents on specific camp and out-of-school-time topics. For more info or to 
search, go to: www.projectinterface.org/post. This is a program of The Newton Partnership and Project 
INTERFACE. Questions? Contact Jenny Gamson at jenny_gamson@newton.k12.ma.us or 617-559-
9064. 
 
BRAIN GYM WORKSHOP- presented by Bonnie Hershey, M.Ed., Director of The Kinesiology 
Connection Come to a workshop Tuesday, February 2 at 7:30PM demonstrating Brain Gym, simple and 
safe movements to boost fine-motor and academic skills and reduce stress. Using the principles of 
educational kinesiology, You will have an opportunity to experience these movement exercises and take 
home tools ready for immediate use for yourself and your family. Bonnie Hershey, M.Ed., taught middle 
school and high school physical education in Newton for 25 years, retiring in 1997. Bonnie began 
integrating Brain Gym activities into her PE classes in 1990. For more information or to join our online 
discussion group, please email info@newtonpac.org or visit our website at newtonpac.org 

Classifieds             
 
ACTIVEMINDS TUTORING, LLC:  - Your source for in-home tutoring  Effective, Personalized and 
Convenient.  All grades/all subjects, including test preparation (MCAS,SSAT, ISEE, SAT...).  Sign your 
child up for academic success and receive a free lesson!  Call: (617) 663-5700 during business hours, or 
(617) 227-2225 Eve/Wknds. Please visit our web site at www.activemindstutoring.com.  
  
PIANO INSTRUCTION - Berklee & New England Conservatory graduate with 30 years teaching 
experience has several openings in studio. Beginners Welcome. Learn Jazz/Blues/Classical, theory, 
sightreading from a patient, caring teacher. Gloria Jasinski, phone: 617.566.9704, email: 
piano566@comcast.net 
 
FEBRUARY VACATION  MULTIPLICATION MADNESS - Don't let a simple thing like multiplication drag 
math down!  Master the times tables the fun and easy way this Feb Vacation week at Mathnasium, 
Newton Highlands. Feb 15 - 19.  Choose morning or afternoon sessions.  For program details, go to 
www.MathVacation.com or call (617) 340-3665.  Limited enrollment, register online at 
www.MathVacation.com. 
 
MATH TUTORING - Not only DO the math, but understand the math. Not only read and spell, but write a 
story you'd be proud to tell. After 35 years, newly retired teacher and district math coach available for 
after-school and Saturday tutoring of students in grades 1-4. Leona Giovannini, M.Ed., SLP:  617-244-
5866 or lgiovannini@rcn.com . 
 
SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPY - Speech and language therapy offered by pathologist with 30 
years experience with children ages 3-11. Also, functional non-verbal communication strategies offered to 
children and adults. Leona Giovannini, SLP license #238:   617-244-5866 or lgiovannini@rcn.com. 
 
PET SITTING - Peirce family does pet sitting!  While you are on business trips, vacations, day outings, 
etc., give your dog a fun time, too! Your puppy/dog will be well cared for while you're away. We are a 
family with two kids; 17 and 10 years old. We've had our own dogs before and now we are opening our 
hearts and home to pet sitting while folks are away.  We will only take one or two at a time, if you wish for 
your pet to vacation with a friend (!), so please schedule your time ASAP. Reasonable rates.  
EMagids@aol.com or 617-527-6654. 
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KEYS FOR KIDS - Innovative piano instruction in an engaging parent-child group environment.  For ages 
4 and up. Contact Marina Gorny: email mdgorny@comcast.net or  call 617-527-4942 or visit  
www.NewtonKidsLoveMusic.com. 
 
PRIVATE PIANO LESSONS - Learn how to play the piano!  Private lessons available for students in 
Kindergarten through 12

th
 grade.  Skill level ï beginners to intermediates. Half-hour time slots still 

available on Tuesdays! $30 for a half hour lesson.  Located in Newton Center, near City Hall.  Piano 
instructor Kathy Raiz has 25 years of piano experience, six years of teaching experience and great 
references.  Call Kathy at 617-584-2153,or e-mail at kraiz@raizlabs.com to find out more. 
 
VALENTINEôS DAY FUNDRAISER - Peirce parent Zoe Forbes of Fleuri Garden Design 
(www.fleurigardendesign.com) is offering custom Valentine's Day arrangements including live cut flower 
arrangements and container gardens. All proceeds will be donated to Haiti disaster relief. Please place 
your order by Saturday, February 8 by contacting Zoe at 617-721-0047 or zoeforbes@verizon.net. 
 
CHILD CARE - Licensed, quality child care services available for infants, toddlers, preschoolers and 
afterschool. Call NanaDea at 617-467-4491. 
 
LOCAL NEWTON PARENT AVAILABLE FOR MATH TUTORING - Help build your child's confidence in 
learning math. Math can be daunting for some but never impossible to master! Experienced Math tutor for 
K-8 students. References and rates available upon request. Please contact Barbara at 
bnjoseph2000@yahoo.com or 617-861-7873.  
 
NEXT LEVEL UP HOME TUTORING - A highly personalized approach to in-home tutoring. Excellent 
service.  Our professional tutors are knowledgeable, patient and trustworthy. We can assist any 
elementary, middle or high school student in any subject. Visit our website www.nextleveluptutoring. Call 
or email for a quick response. 781-540-1123 or info@nextleveluptutoring.com.  
 
Y3K TUTOR IN YOUR HOME - Our many years of experience in teaching and educational consulting has 
developed the right way to motivate, the right way to teach, be understood, and be remembered.  We 
tutor special ed. such as ADD, ADHD, Aspergerôs, Autism, Emotional/Behavioral, and gifted. We also 
tutor regular ed. and test preparation.  All subjects and ages are taught.  Parents can now receive 25% off 
the first lesson. Call 781-492-8700 or log on to www.Y3KTutorInYourHome.com. 
 
EXPERIENCED BABYSITTER AVAILABLE - Babysitter currently working for Peirce family is seeking 
additional daytime hours. Excellent references. Please contact zoeforbes@verizon.net if interested.  
  

Submissions may be made by email only to newtonpeirce@yahoo.com 
Submission deadline is Tuesday, by 5:30PM. 

For fairness and reliability, we strictly adhere to this deadline. 
Coordinating Editor: Roberta Martone Pavia 

Editors: Alexa Dulchinos, Lisa Gianelly, Sarah Kish, Katya Salkever, and Holly Umina 
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Peirce Elementary  
Online Auction and  
Casino Night & Silent Auction! 

   
Peirce Auction 2010 
   
January 20

th
:  See Items! 

Check Peirce Link for List of Offerings Online and at Casino 
Night Silent Auction 
 
Online Auction:   
Jan 25

th
- Feb 5

th
  

Online Auction begins Jan. 25
th
 

Online Auction ENDS Feb 5
th 

Raffle in progress both weeks 
 
Casino Night:  Sat, Feb 6  
Casino Night and Silent Auction  
at The Neighborhood Club 
            

 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Purchase Tickets to Casino Night & Silent Auction 
Saturday, February 6th at  The Neighborhood Club  
7:00 to 11:00 p.m. 
 
Name(s)________________________________________________ 
 
Tickets are $40 per person 
Additional Donations Welcome!  $25  $50  $75  $100  
 
Please Make Check Out to Peirce PTO  
Return to Auction Box by Front Office 

Did you know? 
As a 501(3)c organization, the PTO is eligible for 
company matching gifts !! 

Playground Maintenance and Upgrades 
 

     
Creative Arts & Sciences 



 

 
BOSTON COLLEGE WOMENôS BASKETBALL GAME 

 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 31 

2PM 
CONTE FORUM 

 
JOIN US FOR SOME FUN AS WE CHEER ON 

THE BC EAGLES AGAINST THE MIAMI HURRICANES!! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Childôs Name: 
 

Childôs Grade and Teacher: 
 

Number of Child Tickets: 
 

Number of Adult Tickets: 
 

For more information, please contact Elizabeth Reilly at 
reillyliza@gmail.com 

Tickets are free ï compliments of Peirce PTO ï Please return by Monday, January 25 

mailto:reillyliza@gmail.com


 

 
 

Health Room ï February Newsletter 
 
Did you know tooth decay is the most common chronic disease of childhood? Oral health is an important 
part of general health. Left untreated, tooth decay can cause pain and tooth loss. This not only affects 
eating, sleeping and learning for a child today, but also self-esteem and future employability as an adult. 
 
Fluoride is added to community drinking water in Newton and many other cities and towns. It is a safe, 
inexpensive and extremely effective method of preventing tooth decay. But drinking fluoridated water is 
not all families should do to protect their childôs oral health. Everyone should also: 
Brush and floss with a soft toothbrush twice a day to reduce dental plaque and prevent gingivitis 
Visit a dental provider regularly 
Eat wisely ï avoid snacks with sugars and starches and limit the number of snacks eaten throughout the 
day. Also, eat the recommended five-a-day helping of fiber-rich fruits and vegetables 
Avoid tobacco 
For more information, ask your school nurse or visit www.mass.gov/dph/oralhealth 
 
 
Shelley B. Chamberlain NEWTON  
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
100 Walnut Street, Newtonville, MA  02460-1398 Phone: 617-559-6190 
Office of Information Technology Fax:     617-559-6191 
Shelley B. Chamberlain, Director Email:  Shelley_Chamberlain@newton.k12.ma.us 

 
January 2010 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
The use of the Internet and World Wide Web has become an integral and routine part of instruction in our 
classrooms and school libraries throughout the school day. We find that students use these resources at 
home as well.  In order to teach students about the appropriate and ethical uses of the Internet, library 
teachers and instructional technology specialists are partnering with classroom teachers to instruct 
students about CyberSafety.  These lessons were developed by Information Technology Department staff 
members who have been trained to use the I-Safe curriculum, a nationwide program to instruct students 
in Internet safety. 
 
At some point during the months of November through March, students in grades 3 through 5 will 
participate in a CyberSafety lesson. In grade 3, the lesson will outline student responsibility for using the 
Internet and how to stay safe within a ñCyber Community.ò In grade 4, students will explore the 
responsible use of the Internet by discussing scenarios, such as bullying on the Internet or inappropriate 
use of Internet resources.  Fifth-grade students will be focusing on Cyber Bullying, which is using hurtful 
or inappropriate comments in an electronic format.  By co-teaching the lesson with the classroom teacher, 
our knowledgeable staff of library teachers and instructional technology specialists will be available to 
respond to childrenôs questions.  
 
If you have the opportunity to talk about this topic at home, it will help reinforce the message about 
personal safety and ethical use of the Internet. I suggest you ask your children what they have learned 
about CyberSafety and remind them to confide in you or another trusted adult if they have any concerns.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 
Sincere 

http://www.mass.gov/dph/oralhealth
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