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This newsletter issue updates you on the Superintendent Search process, the election of new members to the School Committee and the current deliberations on FY11 Budget Guidelines.

 

As we celebrate our new members, we also acknowledge the loss of four veteran members of the committee; Mayor David Cohen, Susie Heyman, Marc Laredo and Dori Zaleznik. The experience (42 years on the School Committee!) and hard work of these four individuals will be sorely missed. 

 
Reenie Murphy
Ward 2 



	Superintendent Search Update 

The Superintendent Search Committee, a representative group of educators, citizens, and students is actively working to help select Newton's next Superintendent. 

Listed below are several opportunities for community members to weigh in on the top qualifications for our next Superintendent. We encourage all who are interested to attend one of the open Parent / Community Forums on December 2nd or 3rd or to participate in one of the many focus groups scheduled on those days. The community sessions are open to all interested Newton residents. The focus groups are targeted at specific school and citizen groups.  

 

You can also complete an online survey by clicking here. The survey is open until December 4, 2009. 

 

Public Focus Group and Community Forum Schedule: 
 

Wednesday, December 2nd - Group One (Ed Center, Room 210) 


08:00 am  Business community, College/University partners, Realtors 
09:00 am  PTO Council 
01:00 pm  City Employees all non-school 

Wednesday, December 2nd - Group Two (Ed Center, Room 217) 

11:00 am  Senior citizens/empty nesters
12:45 pm  Clergy Association at Temple Shalom
07:00 pm  Parent / Community Forum at NNHS, Film lecture hall
Thursday, December 3, 2009 - Group One (Ed Center, Room 210) 

09:00 am  Parent / Community Forum
11:00 am  SPED parents
06:00 pm  ELL parents

Thursday, December 3, 2009 - Group Two (Ed Center, Room 217)
09:00 am   Board of Aldermen (current and newly elected)
10:00 am   Former School Committee members
11:00 am   After School programs (staff and parents)
12:45 pm   Students at NNHS, Film lecture hall
01:30 pm   Outside educational groups staff and parents

02:45 pm   Students (NSHS) at NSHS, faculty dining room
04:30 pm   School Councils at NSHS, faculty dining room 
06:00 pm   Newton Citizens of Color at NSHS, faculty dining room 

New Members Elected to School Committee 

A warm welcome to the newly elected members of the School Committee, Mayor elect - Setti Warren, Ward 5 representative - Sue Rosenbaum, Ward 7 representative - Matt Hills and Ward 8 representative - Margie Ross Decter. New members will officially take office on January 1, 2010, but they have all hit the ground running and are hard at work.

 


 

L - R, Geoff Epstein, Kurt Kusiak, Reenie Murphy, Jonathan Yeo, Claire Sokoloff, Setti Warren, Sue Rosenbaum, Matt Hills, Margie Ross Decter.

Budget Guidelines Deliberated 

The School Committee has spent considerable time at the last two regular School Committee meetings discussing draft budget guidelines outlining priorities for the interim Superintendent to use in crafting his budget.  The budget guidelines subcommittee presented one draft on November 14, submitted a revised draft on November 23 based on the previous School Committee discussion, and is now preparing a final version for discussion and a vote at the meeting on December 14.  

 

While unable to know what the allocation from the Mayor will be for the upcoming year, the School Committee has predicted in the guidelines that several million dollars will need to be saved and has asked the Superintendent to be as creative as possible in finding ways to preserve program while advancing priorities incrementally. To view the most recent draft, click here.

Meeting Agenda and Documents/Summary of Recent Meetings 
Agendas of upcoming meetings can be found on our website. Meeting documents are posted by noon on the day of each School Committee meeting.

 

The School Committee publishes a summary of recent meetings by the Friday after each meeting. This document is meant to give a timely update on issues deliberated by the School Committee before the detailed minutes are approved and archived.  To review the latest School Committee meetings, click here. 

 



	


